Did Alicia Franklin Work as a Lawyer and Charge Harris County
for CPS Work After She Became Judge?

By Greg Enos
September 2, 2014

There is a specific provision in the Texas Canons of Judicial Ethics, Canon 4(G), that says a judge
cannot practice law. Ichecked with the Texas Commission on Judicial Conduct and they confirmed
that a district judge simply cannot practice law. They said that “winding down” a law practice
cannot include a court appearance or billing the county for work done by the judge as a lawyer.

Alicia Franklin was appointed Judge of the 311" Family District Court of Harris County by Governor
Rick Perry on June 13, 2014. Franklin promptly had her friend and mentor, Judge Lisa Millard,
swear Franklin in as judge on the same day, June 13.

I obtained from the Texas Secretary of State, a copy of the oath which Franklin signed, dated June
13.
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On June 24, Judge Franklin herself e-mailed me and clearly told me she had been sworn in by Judge
Millard on June 13. This is an excerpt from the full e-mail, which also described changes in court
personnel and policies which Franklin wanted me to know about. In this June 24,2014 e-mail to me,
judge Franklin says:

I was sworn in the day of my appointment by the Governor, June 13th, by Judge Lisa
Millard. There will be a public ceremony that will take place in the ceremonial courtroom
on the 17th floor of the civil courthouse on Friday, August 15, 2014 at noon with a catered
‘reception to follow in the courtroom adjacent the ceremonial courtroom on the 17th floor.

On August 24, 2014, I shared with Judge Franklin (via e-mail to Doug York) Franklin’s own CPS
pay vouchers which made it look like she had been working as a lawyer and billing the county after
she became a judge. I had received those vouchers from Sherri Cothrun, Franklin’s Democratic
opponent in this November’s election. Cothrun asked me to share with Franklin some documents
which Cothrun planned to discuss when Franklin and Cothrun -met with the Houston Chronicle
editorial board the next day. Cothrun thought it would only be fair for Franklin to see the documents
before she was confronted with them.

On August 25, Franklin tried to mislead the Houston Chronicle editorial board in replying to the
allegation that she had worked as a lawyer after becoming a judge by telling them that she started
work on the bench on June 18, 2014. Franklin knew she had to tell the editors that she started work
on June 18 because she had submitted a handwritten invoice for CPS work signed by her on June
17 for legal work she had done on June 13, 16 and 17, including one hour of "in court appearance"
on June 17. Legally, Franklin became a judge when she was sworn in on June 13.

For years, Franklin has worked as a lawyer accepting court appointments to represent children and
parents in CPS cases. Such court appointed attorneys must submit a pay voucher to the judge who
appointed them in order to get paid on a case. Each such voucher is supposedly reviewed and
approved by the judge before the voucher is paid by Harris County.

Below is a pay voucher which Franklin submitted in Cause no. 2012-03856J in the 314™ District
Court of Harris County. This voucher is signed by Franklin and was approved and signed by Judge
Phillips on June 19, 2014. This first page of the invoice is signed by Alicia Franklin and bills for
one hour of a non-trial, in court appearance on June 17, 2014 after Franklin was sworn in as judge
on June 13.
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The second page of the CPS pay voucher is written by hand and bills for lawyer work Franklin did
on June 13, 16, and 17, 2014, at least some of which would have occurred after Franklin was sworn
in as judge sometime on June 13.
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That clearly is Franklin’s signature because of the unique way Franklin writes her “A.”
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Itis not clear how or why Ms. Tran would be able to bill the county using Alicia Franklin’s name,
but presumably these invoices are for work Ms. Tran did on ad litem cases that Franklin had been
appointed to. We also do not know if Ms. Tran shared any of these fees with her former employer,
Ms. Franklin. I do know that Judge Franklin has now appointed her former associate, Ms. Tran, as

an attorney ad litem and amicus attorney in cases in Judge Franklin’s court.




