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Lothar Kreyss1g A Brave Judge to Remember

This directory honors a brave judge who repeatedly risked his career and his
life to defend the powerless. Lothar Kreyssig became a judge at age 30 in
Germany in 1928. Adolph Hitler came to power in 1933. Judge Kreyssig
refused to join the Nazi party, but he managed to remain a judge. His work
as a mental health court guardianship judge made him responsible for sev-
eral hundred mentally retarded children and adults in the Brandenburg area.
After an increase in the number of death certificates of his wards began to
accumulate on his desk, he began to suspect the deaths were connected to
the "mercy killing" that had begun. On July 8, 1940, Judge Kreyssig sent a
letter to Franz Giirtner, Germany's Minister of Justice, complaining about
the treatment of the disabled and prisoners in concentration camps. "What is
right is what benefits the people. In the name of this frightful doctrine - as
vet, uncontradicted by any guardian of rights in Germany - entire sectors of
communal living are excluded from having rights, for example, all the con-
centration camps, and now, all hospitals and sanatoriums."

Judge Kreyssig then filed a charge against Reichsleiter Philipp Bouhler for
murder. Bouhler was a senior Nazi Party official who was also an SS leader
responsible for the Nazi Action T4 euthanasia program that killed more
than 70,000 handicapped adults and children. Bouhler, along with
Himmler, also planned Action 14f13, also called
"Sonderbehandlung" ("special treatment"), that killed as many as 20,000
concentration camp prisoners, by selecting for death the sick, elderly and
those deemed no longer fit for work from the rest of the concentration camp
prisoners. It was an amazing act of bravery for Judge Kreyssig to charge
such a high ranking Nazi official with murder.

: g Q$ 0. On 13th November, 1940, Kreyssig was summoned by the Minister of Jus-
Serving famih. ) "3‘0 tice, who laid before him Hitler's personal letter that had started the eutha-
G&]VC‘SIO)‘ "é’g_ asia program and which constituted the sole legal basis for it. Kreyssig
Brazoria Cou. replied, "The Fiihrer's word does not create a right." Giirtner dismissed
9281-333-3\ Kreyssig from his post, telling him, "If you cannot recognize the will of the
Fiihrer as a source of law, then you cannot remain a judge." As far as histo-

CTF rians know, Kreyssig was the only German judge who attempted to stop the

Action T4 euthanasia program. Efforts by the Gestapo to send him to a
concentration camp failed. In March 1942, Hitler forced Kreyssig to retire.
Kreyssig survived the war and lived in East Germany until 1971, when he
and his wife moved to West Germany Kreyssig died in 1986 at age 88.
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Abaza Nicholas 713-965-3400
Mr. 2444 Times Blvd.. Ste. 270 Houston 77005-
Attorney at Law 24026752 713-583-8 nick@nickabaza.com
Abercia Ralpph. ‘ 713-660-9814
Mr. 3400 Bissonnet. Ste. 101 Houston 77005-
Attorney at Law 00804000 713-660-9
Abraham Jetty ~ 281-825-5399
Ms. 77 Sugar Creck Blvd., Suite 401 Sugarland 77478-
Law Office of Jetty Abraham, PLLC 24015123
Adams Marlepe - T13-529-2501
Ms. 1846 Arlington Houston 77008-

Law/Mediation Office of Marlene Dancer Adams 06343100

713-426-3

marlene@mdalaw.com

Adkins Amy , 7281-87S-l996
Ms. 222 Pennbright. Ste. 100 Houston 77090-
Christina K. Jonte' and Associates 24050203 281-875-6 anmy@ckjonte.com
Aguilar Elida 281-260-9884 .-
Ms. 440 Benmar Dr, Ste. 1395 Houston 77060- ;
Attorney at Law 09575850
Aguirre ¢mpdy - 281-238-3244
Hon. 301 Jackson St. Richmond 77469- E
505th Judicial District Court - Associate Judge 24030879
Ainsworth Chris e 713-974-1600
M. 3215 Mercer, Ste. 100 Houston 77027-
The Ogg Law Firm 24072789 713-621-2 ainsworth@ogglawfirm.com
Aldape Juan S o __28]—931—1250
M., 11811 N Frwy. Suite 618 Houston 77060-
Attorney at Law 00979550
Allen Adam  T13-650-1707
Mr. 1301 Leeland, Ste. 210 Houston 77002-
Richard Parker & Associates 24031124 713-650-1
Allen Amy 713-986-7000
Ms. 1300 Post Oak Blvd. Ste. 2000 Houston 77056-
Gray Reed & McGraw, PC 24049291 713-986-7 aallen@grayreed.com
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